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What is DJ School UK?

• Non-profit organisation

• Engaging learners in music through DJing and 
Music Production

• Accessible and contemporary sessions ensure 
inclusive delivery

• Workshops, projects, courses, tuition, gigs, training







Why does it work?

• With DJ equipment all learners can be culturally represented and 
have ownership of their music.

• Using headphones means multiple different genres are enjoyed in 
one group without conflict.

• Newcomers can get recognisable results from pressing one button.

• As learners develop from simply “playing a song” they find DJing 
contains equivalent musicianship and levels of demand as any other 
instrument.





What types of DJ are there?



Where can we apply it?

• Raising interest in music at transition.

• Developing an excellent understanding of the Pulse, 
and Counting.

• Maintaining cultural relevance with students as 
they move up the years.

• Use as an instrument at Btec or GCSE with AQA, 
EDEXCEL and OCR.

• Especially good with PRU/SEND



Programming is “the art of choosing songs which when played in a 
specific order create more than the sum of the parts.”

It is:

⚫ culturally representative.

It involves:

⚫ appraising songs that work together 

⚫ recognising genre differences and similarities.

How DJ Skills Meet the National 

Plan:



How DJ Skills Meet the National 

Plan:

Mixing is the skill used to blend songs musically.

It involves:

• recognising the pulse 

• counting beats and bars 

• understanding tempo

• understanding song structure, arrangement, dynamic, timbre, key 
and melody

• using music technology for example, hot cues, loops and effects.



Switch to Serato Screen for Demo of 

Generic Mix.



How DJ Skills Meet the National 

Plan:

“Turntablism” and “Controllerism” use the platter or buttons to create 
new sounds by manipulating existing ones.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnRVmiqm84k

It requires:

• a rigorous practise regime

• syncopated hand movements.

At it's highest level it should involve:

• working in ensemble

• composing

• notation. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsKpqJ-g388)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnRVmiqm84k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsKpqJ-g388
















Resources available from DJ School 

UK:

• Unit Award Scheme worksheets and 
teacher aids.

• Discounted equipment purchases.

• Taster sessions with your class.

• CPD for you and your staff.

• Peripatetic support for your students.

• Tutorial videos and much more on our 
website.



Any questions?
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